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Aim of the project:

SUSCAMI aims to close knowledge gaps on the interlinked aspects of camel feeding, breeding
and health management for the sustainable development of camel milk production and market-
ing, through
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(1) a systematic analysis on how to improve husbandry, especially feeding and breeding man-
agement, calf and camel health management as well as milk hygiene along the whole milk value
chain in Borana and East Shewa zone of Oromia region in Ethiopia,

(2) the integration of indigenous knowledge on camel husbandry, health care and milk hygiene
practices with scientific knowledge to improve camel milk production and marketing, and

(3) participatory identification, implementation and evaluation of suitable measures with camel-
keeping communities and actors along the milk value chain, as an effective strategy for the sus-
tainable development of the camel milk value chain in the studied areas and beyond.

Results:

Two different production systems were identified in the East Shewa and the Borana zone. While
a traditional, mobile production system for camel herds prevails in the Borana zone, in the East
Shewa zone the lactating camels are kept together with their calves in the periphery of larger
towns such as Adama, Mojo and Bishoftu in order to supply consumers in these towns with
camel milk.

Preliminary results show that within these production systems, management factors (feeding,
husbandry, breeding, animal health) and socio-economic factors of pastoral households are rela-
tively uniform. However, it was possible to identify factors that vary. Further investigations in
the project will show to what extent these differences in managerial factors and households /
camel herders influence the milk and reproductive performance of camel cows as well as the
health status of the camel cows and their calves.

The final results will be used to identify the most promising intervention measures to improve
camel performance through (1) improved health practices (milestone MS1) and (2) improved
feeding management (MS2), and the related knowledge of camel herders to be included in train-
ings tailored to camel herders and their families.

Key statements and policy advice:
= There are different production systems for camel herds in the East Shewa and the
Borana zone.
= Within these production systems, management factors and socio-economic factors of
camel herders are relatively uniform.
= However, there are differences in factors such as feeding, husbandry, breeding and ani-
mal health.

The results of the project can be used to identify the most promising intervention measures to
improve camel performance. These include improved health practices and improved feeding
management, which should be incorporated into strategic support measures and training pro-
grams for camel pastoralists.
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Camel enclosure in East Shewa zone © Regina Roessler

Camel milking in Adama, East Shewa zone
© Regina Roessler



